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October 4, 2009

To benefit the Animal Rescue League of Western Pennsylvania

Plus CD Signing of Heal Your Heart: Coping with the Loss of a Pet
Sponsored by Journeys of Life, Shadyside
Welcome!  This is an informal, non-denominational/interfaith event to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, the Catholic Patron Saint of Animals.   Feel free to receive a blessing from one or more ministers.  If you are able, please consider giving a contribution at the Animal Rescue League table.   Karen Litzinger, author of the recently released Heal Your Heart: Coping with the Loss of a Pet is doing CD signings, whether for you or to have on hand as a gift for a friend.  You and your well-behaved animal are welcome inside to browse Journeys of Life unique gifts and books, including special pet products.  Don’t miss the dog and cat treats, and, of course, please remember to clean up after your pet (we’ve got bags if you need one).  Thank you for joining our celebration!

Participating Ministers
Reverend Nancy Kandel of Pittsburgh Center for Spiritual Living

Reverend Renee Waun of East Suburban Unitarian Universalist Church

Reverend Larry D. Goyda of Meaningful Marriages
Interfaith prayers and readings primarily from In Praise of Animals, Edward Searl
Job 12: 7-8 - But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee: Or speak to the earth and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.  

Qu’ran 6:38 - There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its wings, but (forms part of) communities like you.  Nothing have we omitted from the Book, and they (all) shall be gathered to their Lord in the end. 

Bhagavad Gita 9.7 – All creatures go forth from Me and all return unto Me

Jewish Prayer – How wonderful, O Lord, are the works of your hands!  The sun and the stars, the valleys and hills, the rivers and lakes all disclose Your presence.  The breakers of the sea tell of Your awesome might; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air bespeak your wondrous will.  In your goodness You have made us able to hear the music of the world…a divine voice sings through all creation.

Buddist Prayer – May all sentient beings be happy, may all sentient beings be peaceful, may all sentient beings be free from suffering.

Lao-Tzu – The Tao gives birth to all creation…It gives them life without wanting to possess them, and cares for them expecting nothing in return.  It is their master, but does not seek to dominate them.

Black Elk – Then I was standing on the highest mountain of them all, and round about beneath me was the whole hoop of the world….And I saw that the sacred hoop of my people was one of many hoops that made one circle.

Unitarian Universalist – We covenant to affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
